


1 an: ETS 8 PS: 


‘ 


| GOSPEL ADVOCATE, 
AnD Kkipartial kuvestiqgator. 





- glorify your father which is in heaven 











HAVE WE NOT ALL ONE FATHER....HATH NOT ONE GOD CREATED US....MALACHI. 





No. 4.] 


Burrato, Saturpay, January 27, 1827. 


[Vow V. 








THE EXFPOSITOR. 


“ PROVE ALL THINGS; HOLD FAST THAT WHICH IS GOOD.” 








[From Ballou’s Notes on the Parables. ] 
PARABLE IV. 


“Yeare the light of the world. A city that is set upon. 


a hill cannot be hid. Neither do men light a candle, and 
put it ander a bushe!, buton a candlestick ; and it giveth 
light unto all that are in the house.” Mart.v. 14, 15. 
It must first be remembered that Christ him- 
self is the true light which lighteth every man 
who*cometh into the world, see St, John i. 9 ; 


but when Christ had communicated the light of 


himself to his disciples, they acting in that light 
and walking by it, would be to others as Christ 
had been to them; see St. John xvii. 8. “ For 
I have given unto them the words which thou 
gavest me; and they have received them.”...... 
Verse 18, “As thou hast sent me into the world, 
even so have I also sent them into the werld.” 
‘THe apottles were appointed to manifest the gos- 
pel to all nations, and whatsoever maketh man- 
ifestis light ; therefore,Christ declared his disci- 


ples to be the light of the world. “A city set on an 


hill cannot be hid.” The order, regularity and 
harmony, which ought to be observed among 
the disciples of Christ, are signified by ggcity. 
And that they ougbt carefully to exhibit Ml the 
virtues and graces of the gospel as conspicuous- 
ly as possible, is meant by a city being set on an 
hill so that it could not be hid. “ Neither do 
men light a candle and put it under a bushel, 
but on a candlestick ; and it giveth light unto all 
that are inthe house.” The disciples being lit 
by that true light which will finally light every 
man that cometh into the world, is meant by 
candles being lit, and that Christ had lit them 
for the purpose of their giving light to others, 
& that they ought not to secrete that light from 
the world, is signified by a candle when lit be- 
ing placed on a candlestick to give light to all. 

Let all professors of christianity, and espe- 
cially those who‘are called to the glorious work 
of the ministry, remember well the application 
of the parable ; “ Let yourdight so shine before 
men, that they beholding your good works may 
”? 

ILLUSTRATION. 

ist, We may notice Christ as the true light, 

2d. 'Thé ministefs of his word partaking of 
and reflecting his light to the world; and 


As the natural sun is the light, glory, ai d 
beauty of the natural world, so Christ is th® 
light, glory and beauty of the moral world. He 
is called the sun of righteousness, in Mal. iv. 2. 
“ But unto you that fear my name, shall the sun 
of righteousness arise with healing in his 
wings.” When Simeon of Jerusalem, who 
waited for the consolation of [srael, to whom it 
was revealed, by the Holy Ghost, that he should 
not see death, til he had seen the Lord’s Christ, 
was blessed with that vision, and held theehild 
in his arms, he blessed God, saying, “ Lord, 
now lettest thou thy servint depart in peace, ac- 
cording to thy word; for mine eyes have seen 
thy salvation, which thou hast prepared before 
the face of all people; a light to lighten the 
Gentiles, and the glory of thy people Israel.”’.. 
St. John calls Christ “the true light, which 
lighteth every man that cometh into the world,” 
Jesus calls himself the light, in the xii, John, 
35, 36. Then Jesus said unto them, yet a 
little while is the light with you: walk while 
ye have the light, least darkness come upon 
you: for he that walketh in darkness knoweth 
not whither he goeth, While ye have light be- 
. lieve in the Hight, that ye may be the children 
of light.” Chap. viii. verse 12, he calls him- 
self the light ofthe world. “ Then spake Je- 
sus again unto them, saying, I am the light of 
the world ; he that followeth me shall not walk 
in darkness, but shall have the light of life.”... 
Christ is called the light of the gospel covenant, 
or new Jerusalem, which St. Paul calls Jerusa- 
lem that is above. See fsaiahlx,1. “ Arise, 
shine ; for thy light is come, and the glory ot 
the Lord is risen upon thee.” Rey, xxi. 22, 23, 
“And I saw no temple therein ; for the Lord ~ 
God almighty, and the Lamb are the temple of 
it. And the city had no need of the sun, neith 
er of the moon, to shine in it; for the glory ot 
God did lighten it, and the Lamb is the light 
thereof,” 

Perhaps there is no representation given of 
Christ which mere evidently discovers his pow- 
er to save mankind, than in those scriptures 
which speak of him in the character of light. 
Man is represented as alienated from God thro’ 
ignorance, ‘This being tlie case,the knowledge 
of the truth would reconcile him to God, The 
object of Christ’s mission is to reconcile all 
things to his Father. Whatsoever maketh man- 
ifest is light. When Christ shall have mani- 
fested the true character ofthe Father to man- 








3d. The impropriety of hiding or keeping 
this light in obseurity. 
Vou. V. ; + 


kind ;yniyersal reconciliation will be the conse- 












































26 


GOSPEL ADV OCATE. 





quence. Jesus says, “ Ye shall know the trath, 
and the truth shall make you free ;” by which ; 
we see that it was only necessary for them to . 
know the truth, in order to obtain their free- ; 


dom ; which shows their bondage was the ef- | 


fects of their ignorance. Jesus is called the 


faithful and true witness. The use of a witness ! 


is to make known the truth and certainty of ; 
a fact, not to be the author of the fact to which 
he witnesses, 
of the Father’s love, as has been observed, ina 
quotation from Rom, v. 8. 


were yet sinners ChriSt died for us.” Christ 
is not the cause of God’s loving mankind, 
but the evidence to us that God is love to- 
wards us. The mercy and grace, accord- 
ing to which we are saved and called, was giv- 
en ufito us in Christ Jesus before the world be- 
gan, but was made manifest by the appearing 
of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, who 
hath abolished death, and brought life and im- 
mortality to light through the gospel. ‘The ac- 
tion of light in the natural world is not to create 
objects for us to see, but to manifest those ob- 
jects of which we are ignorant, or which are 
hid from us by reason of darkness. ‘The things 
of the kingdom of God. were hid from the wise 
and prudent, as Jesus says in Mat. xi. 25. And 
the power to reveal the Father to mankind he 
acknowledges in himself, in the 27th verse..... 
“ All things are delivered unto me of my Fath- 
er: and no man knoweth the Son but the Fath- 
er; neither knoweth any man the Father, save 
«the Son, and he to whomsoever the Son will re- 
veal him.” 

The things which were hid from the wise 
and prudent, did as actually exist, as ifthey had 
been made known to them; if this were not 
the case, they would not have been revealed 
unto babes. In a word, all the glorious truths 
of the everlasting gospel have had their estab- 
lishment in God, in all past eternity, and the 
whole system of the ministry of the gospel is 
designed to bring those things to light, to re- 
veal them to mankind, by which the reconcili- 
ation of the unreconciled, blind, and ignorant 
children of our everlasting Father in heaven, 
may and will be effected. 

2d. We may notice the ministers of the word 
of Christ partaking of and reflecting his light of 
the world. ‘his isthe character in which our 
text views them. 

Asis observed in the notes, Christ gave to 
hiis disciples the words which the Father gave 
unto him, and sent them into the world as the 
Father sent him into the world. The Father 
sent Christ into the world to be the light ofthe 
world ; Christ sent his apostles into the world 
to be a light also to the world, by communicat- 
ing the same words to the world at large, as 
the Father had communicated to him, and he 
to them, In communicating these words, the 
minister of Christ is alight to the people; but 


Christ is a witness to mankind | 
life ; ; see St. John vi, 63, $c. 
“ But God com- | 
mendeth his love towards us, in that while we | 





if he change these words, add to y them, of di- 
minish them, he~ becomes darkness, ‘When, 
on account of Christ speaking the words of life, 
; tuany of his disciples went back, and walked 
no more with him, Jesus said unto the twelve, 
Will ye also go away? “ Then Simon Peter 
answered him, Lord, to whom shall we go?.... 
Thou hast the words of ete#nal life.” In the 
context, Jesus informs his disciples that the 
words which he spake to them were spirit and 
Here we have 
a very plain account of the words which the Fa- 
ther gave to Christ, and which Christ also gave 
to his apostles to preach to the world of man- 
kind, They are the words of eternal life ; they 
are spirit and they are life. In preaching the 
words of eternal life, the true minister of Jesus 
Christ is a light to the world. In preaching 
the words of spirit and life, the true minister 
of Christ is a light to mankind, 

It may be well to notice contrary words, in 
order to see the contrast. The opposite of e- 
ternal life is eternal death. The opposite of 
spirit and life is flesh and death. The words 
of eternal death we have heard from the lips of 
a ministry which, having lest the salt of the 
covenant of God, possess no longer the savor 
of the word, and therefore have changed the 
words of ete rnal life, for words more consis- 
tent with the darkness and alienation of their 
minds, 

As has been observed, the action of light is 
to make manifest things which do exist, and 
the duty of a witness is to testify of things which 
are. Thus the character of light, and the char- 
acter of a witness is the same, It has been 
observed,that Christ was not the cause of God’s 
lovéito us, but the witness to manifest, or com- 
mend that love to us: and it may be proper to no- 
tice likewise, as has been observed, that the 
mercy and grace, according to which we are 
called, was given unto usin ChristJesus before 
the world began, but was made manifest by the 
appearing of our Lord and Saviour JesusChrist; 
who hath abolished death and brought life and 
immortality to light through the gospel. As it 
is evident that the work of the Saviour was to 
make known, to the world of mankind,the good 
things which were proposed in the eternal coun- 
sel of God’s good pleasure, we ought not to 
suppose that those good things were granted 
us as favors purchased, by “Christ, “of the 
Father. Nor is it the work of the true gospel 
ministry to initiate mankind into any scheme 
by which they may secure to themselves the 
love, favor or mercy of God; or whereby they 
may obtain an heirship with the sons of God.... 
But the labor of the true ministry is to bear 
witness of those things which their eyes have 
seen, their ears have heard, and their hands 
have handled of the word of life. When the 
preacher .orgets Christ, and preaches, exhorts 
and warns the people to secure an interest in 
Christ ; and sets forth the awful consequences 
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of neglect, he is very far from being a faithful 
and true witness, For the spirit itself, beareth 
witness with our spirits that we are the children 
of God, and if children, then heirs, hetrs of God, 
and joint heirs with Jesus Christ. ‘a 

When the devout Ananias was sent to Saul 
when blind at Damascus, he siood by him and | 
said, “The God of our fathers hath chosen thee, | 
that thow shouldest know his will, and see that 
just one, and shouldest hear the voice of his» 
mouth. For thou shalt be his witness unto all 
men of what thou hast seen and heard.” And | 
this testimony agrees with the words spoken by 
the Lord himself to Saul when he met him in 
the way,“I have appeared unto thee for this pur- 
pose,to make thee a minister and a witness,both 
of these things which thou hast seen, & of those 
things in the which I will appear unto thee.” 

In bearing the testimony of Jesus to the world 
of mankind, Paul had nothing to do but to bear 
witness of the things which he had seen; and 
those in which his divine master would appear 
nato him. 

The Saviour of sinners never instructed Saul 
the persecutor, how to obtain an interest in bis 
hove, but he revealed the love of the Father in 
his soul, by his quickening spirit, and sent him 
to bear witness to sinners of the love and mer- 
ey of God towards them, ‘Thus he testifies : 
“ This is a faithful saying, and worthy of all 
acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into the 
world to save sinners, of whom I am chief.” 

The true ministry in which the apostles were 
the light of the world, may be learned from the 
account which St. Paul gave to the Corinthians 
im the following words : “ And all things are of 
God who hath reconciled us to himself by Je- 
sus Christ, and hath given to us the ministry of 
reconciliation ; to wit, that God was in Christ 
reconciling the world unto himself, not imput- 
ing their trespasses unto them.” In the true 
ministry of the gospel in which the servants of 
Christ are the light of the world, there is no im- 
putation of sin tothe world. It holds up to 
view the Lamb of God, who taketh away the 
sin of the world ; it is a testimony of him, who 
says, “I came not to judge the werld, but to 
save the world ;” it is determined to “‘know 
nothing save Christ and him crucified.” 3dly, 
The necessity of this light shining clearly, and 
the impropriety of its being obscured, are con- 
siderations which ever ought to lie with weight 
on the minds of those who are called by the 
grace of God, to bear witness to the truth as it 
is in Jesus. 

Ist, The infinite importance of the things to 
be made manifest by this light, and to be testi- 
fied of by the faithful witnesses, is of conse- 
quence in a due consideration of this subject. 
These things are divine realities ; they com- 
prehend the love of an infinitely wise and mer- 
ciful God ; his divine purpose which he purpos- 
ed in himself concerning the final reconciliation 
of all things to himself, and the means by which 








he will finally effect it. 





2d. The darkness, ignorance and consequent 
alienation of mankind from God, calis aloud 
for the light to be placed ina conspicuous place, 
that all may see. The misery of mankind in 
consequence of not knowing the truth, calls a- 
loud for the true witness to be faithful in his 
testimony. 

Mankind, deceived,led by carnal mindedness, 
and alienated from God, are represented as be- 
ing in the prison house, from which they are to 
be delivered by the true and faithful testimony 
of the faithful and true witness, as expressed by 
the prophet; “I the Lord have called thee in 
righteousness, and will hold thine hand, and 
will keep thee, and give thee for a covenant to 
the people, for a light of the Gentiles ; to open 
the blind eyes, to bring out the prisoners from 
the prison, and theni that sit in darkness out of 
the prison house.” And in this is exemplified 
the truth of that scripture which saith, “A'true 
witness delivereth souls.” 

Though we have great reason to rejoice, that’ 
there ave any who are willing, by the help of di- 
vine grace, to bear that true testimony by which 
souls are delivered, yet we have reason to re- 
gret that the number ts much greater, who give 
a contrary testimony, which is too successful in 
blinding the minds of those who are alrcady too 
much in the dark, And many there are, it is 
to be feared, who have the words of eternal life 
put into their meuths, yet are fond of making a 
poor excuse to palliate their neglect in hot let- 
ting their light shine before men. 

May he who walketh among the golden can- 
dlesticks, make his angels spirits, and his min- 
igters flames of fire. 
¥ 


CONTROVERSIAL. 
{From Balfour’s Inquiry.] 
THE DEVIL AND SATAN. 


[EXTRACTS CONTINUED FROM NO. U1.] 


That such were the religious opinions of the 
people where Job lived, cannot well! be doubt- 
ed. This fact we should think indisputable to 
whatever result it may lead, Abraman or A- 
rimanius, the evil principle deified, was the e- 
vil god of the people. The only objection which 
will be stated against this is—“‘ That Job liv- 
ed at too early a period for the opinions advanc- 
ed in this quotation.” But in answer, I would 
remark first, that Job’s day was not too early 
for Sabianism or the worship of idols, for this 
existed in Abraham’s day : and when Israel en- 
tered Canaan the worship of idols prevailed a- 
mong the inhabitants; Why then should his 
day be too early for the Magian religion? Pri- 
deaux, speaks of Sabianism, as opposite to Ma- 
gianism, but does not intimate that the former 
was of a more ancient date, On the contrary, 
we shail see in the next Section, that when Zo- 
rouster arose and»revived the Magian religion 
he revived that, which for “ many ages” had 
been the established religion of Persia. In this 
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account satan is not represented as a new or 
extraordinary being,which had never been heard 
of before. It is taken for granted that the peo- 
ple where the scenes of the book are laid, were 
familiar with such a being, and the opinions 
expressed concerning him. This account which 
appears strange tous, they needed no explana- 
tion of, any more than people among us do, 
when any man preaches about the devil. 

But what shows such opinions prevailed 
where Job lived, are the facts and circumstan- 
ces mentioned in the account itself. ‘These 
we shall notice presently. Here I would only 
say, that it is evident satan is introduced as an 
evil being, amd it is generally contended that 
he was the author of all Job’s afflictions, This 
perfectly agrees to the opinions of the Magians, 
as stated by Prideaux. Besides, previous Scrip- 
ture usage of the term satan, forbids us think- 
ing, that the sacred writers recognized either 
an evil god or a fallen angel under this name, 
Where, let me ask, do any of them intimate, 
that an evil being, such as the Persian eyil god. 
or the Christian’s devil, existed as a rival to Je- 
hovah ? To what else then could the writer refer, 
but to such heathen opinions ? If sucha being 
as the Christian’s devil existed, how is it ac- 
counted for, that he remained so quiet until the 
days of Job? Job appears to have been the 
first man he ever troubled, from the creation of 
the world. Noah, Abrabam, Isaac, and Jacob, 
with many others were good men,and rich men, 
but he never attempted to injure them in their 
property, or smite them with a single boil in 
their whole lifetime. From any thing which 
appears to the contrary, they had no fear of 
such a being, nor knew of his existence. Had 
satan just fallen from heayen, in the days of 
Job, and begun his depredations on mankind ? 
Admitting this true, how is it that as Job was the 
first, so he was the last man he ever so tor- 
mented? ‘The case of the woman, whom he 
is said to have bound eighteen years, is no ex- 
ception to this, as we shall show, Section 5..... 
Let it be accounted for then, why satan had 
such a particular hatred against Job, above all 
other men before or since, It is easily percei- 
ved, that these things are rationally accounted 
for, onthe presumption, that in this account 
there is a re:erence to the evil god of the peo- 
ple among whom Job lived. Allowing this, the 
account is just what might be expected.’ The 
character given to satan,answers to that of their 
god, whom they believed to be the author and 
director of all vil. 


The question, which now comes forward for 
consideration is—Was this account of satan in- 
troduced for the purpose of establishing, or was 
it introduced to refute such opinions? Let sa- 
tan here be considered, either the evil principle 
deified, or the devil of christians, were such o- 
pinions intended to be scncjioned by the wri- 
ter, or does he introduce them, to expose their 
fallacy, and establish the supremacy of the one 





living and true God in opposition to them? All 
I think will agree, that the whole must stand 
approved or condemned. No middle path can 
be here taken, for no. ground is afforded for it. 
It'is then a matter of no consequence, whether 
we consider satan in this account the principle 
of evil deified, or, that he was the Christian’s 
devil. Whether the same or different, I shall 
procecd to show, by direct and I think, conclu- 
sive evidence, that neither of them had any in- 
fluence in producing Job’s afflictions. That 
they were all sent by the one living and true 
God, whom he feared and obeyed; is evident ; 

ist. From Job’s own testimony concerning 
his afflictions. Job’s heathen neighbors sup- 
posed their evil god Ahraman was the cause of 
them, Christians believe their satan or devil 
was the cause of them. But does Job ascribe 
them to either? No: when one messenger af- 
ter another is represented as announcing to him 
the loss of his property and at last the death of 
his children, he says—“ The Lord gave and 
the Lord hath taken away : blessed be the name 
of the Lord,” chap. i. 21. He does not for a mo- 
ment admit that either Ahraman or the devil had 
any kind of concern in his afflictions. He no 
more admits their influence in taking away his 
property and children, than in the bestowment 
ofthem, The giving and taking them away 
are alike ascribed to Jehovah. Similar were 
his views and feelings, when afflicted with sore 
boils. His wife desired him to curse God and 
die. But he says to her—“ ‘Thou speakest as 
one of the foolish women speaketh, _ What ! 
shall we receive good at the hand of God, and 
shall we not receive evil ?’’ Job ii, 9,10. Does 
this look like acknowledging the Persian evil 
god or the Christian’s devil? Notwithstanding 
the popular opinions, that Ahraman was the 
cause of all evil, the severe bodily pain he suf- 
fered, and the taunts of his wife, he holds fast 
his integrity in the true God. Now, permit me 
toask, if Job had believed, that either Ahra- 
man or the devil brought his afflictions upon 
him, why did he ascribe them all to the true 
God without reservation? And why did he 
not correct his wife’s mistake by telling her, 
that Ahraman or the devil oughi to be cursed? 
But Job had no faith in either, and hence he 
told her, that she spoke as one of the foolish or 
heathen women speaketh. Job allowed of but 
one God, and it is evident, that his adversity 
and prosperity are both alike ascribed to him. 
See chap, xiii, 10—12. and i, 21, 

TO BE CONTINUED. 


CONSCIENCE. 

On looking over the columns ofthe Farmer's Advo 
cate and Steuben Advertiser, of the 11th inst, my at 
tention was attracted to an article over the signature 
of A. B. on the subject of conscrence. The novelty 
of the article as well as the ability of its author, enti- 
tles it to more notice than weare able to give to it; and 
our readers must pardon us for the brevity of what fal- 
lows :-— 
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Our author defines conscience to be, “ the principle 
or faculty of the mind,which discerns between right and 
wrong. . Or rather, a correct knowledge of things, feel- 
ings and circumstances, approving what is right, and 
condemning what is wrong.” After giving,us the fore- 
going definition, he assumes the proposition that ‘when 
conviction is produced in the minds of men,conscience 
is the principle, or faculty, which receives the opera- 
tion,’ and says, that ‘the doctrine of a perfect con- 
science, will appear evident from the following consid- 
erations:’’ and states them thus: First; from the 
writings of wise men: Secondly; from the light of 
Scripture : and, Thirdly; from its necessity. We shall 
briefly notice each of the foregoing arguments. 

First. What does A. B. wish to have us understand 
by a “‘ perfect conscience 2?” If he mean any thing, it 
must be this, viz. that mankind have an inherent, per- 
fect knowledge of right and wrong; or to use his own 
language, “ a correct knowledge of things, feelings, and 
circumstances.’’ This perfect or correct knowledge of 
things, according to the doctrine of ‘‘ A. B.’’ enables 
man to approve of what is right, and to condemn what 
is wrong. And farther; this knowledge, faculty, or if 
the reader please, conscience, CORRECTLY approves and 
disapproves; for if it be perfect, it must necessarily be 
infallible in its decisions ! 

Having ascertained what A.B. means by a perfect con- 
sclence, we may now proceed to notice his atguments 
in support of the proposition that mankind are possess- 
od of it. He first refers to the writings of wise men, 
and quotes from Mr.Emmons’ sermon on regeneration. 
We will admit, for the sake of argument, that Mr. Em- 
mons is good authority ; but would ask what does his 
testimony do towards substantiating the proposition of 
A. B.? Mr. Emmons says, ‘ that God commoi.ly a- 
wakens the consciences of men, before he eflectually 
convicts them;”’ but the ‘‘eminent divine,” does not 
say any thing about a perfect conscience, nor that God 
commonly awakens the perfect conscience of aman be- 
fore he converts him. That man hasaconscience, no 
one doubts ; but the questionis, has man a perfect con- 
science? A, B. also quotes from his latin dictionary, 
to as little effect as in the preceding instance : for e- 
ven that says nothing about a “ perfect conscience.” 
Pope is resorted to, with a similar want of success ; for 
he says néthing to support the theory of our author.... 
IIe is left, therefore, to say as follows: ‘ When con- 

nee acts at all, it acts in opposition to the other 
faculties of the mind, which are depraved,” &c. Now 
if A. B. is rightly understood, he means that ail the o- 
ther faculties of the mind are depraved, except the fac- 
ulty of conscience which he contends is perfect. Will 
he or some other person be so kind as to give us some 
authority for such an agsertion? We confess ourselves 
ignorant of any evidence of such a proposition. 

Secondly. Our author says, “I believe this fact from 
the light of seripture.” He quotes Paul, who speaks 
of a pure conscience, and thinks that since God re- 
quires us to be holy as Ho is holy, and requires no 
more than that we should live up to the dictates of a 
good conscience, it is clear the conscience is perfect. 
Feeling no desire to multiply words on the subject, 
we leave this proposition with the conclusion, and pass 
to see how it agrees with what follows. He says, 


Thirdly. This truth (that the conscience is perfect,) 
ad 


appears evident from its necessity. We cando no lees 
than give the paragraph entire, It follows: 

‘“‘ Mankind are endowed with faeulties, whieh con- 
stitute them accountable beings; and for what thing 
soever they are accountable, they possess the means 
whieh justifies that requirement. We are under. obli- 
gation to worship God, and we have the bible to in- 
form us of this duty. Tbe heather, without the bible, 
are under the same objigation. And now { would ask, 
why they are accountable for violating the commands 
of God 7 They are destitute of the volume of divine 
inspiration ; they have no evidence of the existence of 
a God, but what they gather from the dim light of na- 
ture; and they have no external guide tu direct them 
in the path of yirtue and happiness. And yet, they 
must use the same means as we, for the possession ot 
heaven or perish forever! Tam sensible no one can 
render this consistent without finding in their breasts 
an inward principlc—a perfect conscience, which con- 
demns them when they do wrong, and approves their 
conduct when they do right. With sucha guide, al- 
though their wicked works subdue its office, they may 
grovel in ignorance and heathenish darkness, and yet 
be speechless at the bar of God. Without it they are 
left upon the raging billows of time without a pilot or 
an oar, commanded to reach the haven of eternal rest, 
and yet liableto be hurled by the tempest of depravity 
into the gulf of perdition.” 


On this we remark, first, there is no doubt that man 
is accountable ; and that we who have the Bible in 
our hands are especially accountable to its require- 
ments. But doesit follow from this, that all men are 
accountable to the requirements of the law contained 
in that holy book, or that any will be damned for not 
obeying such law when they had no opportunity of be- 
coming acquainted with it? How came it to pass that 
| the heathen are under the same obligation that. chris- 
| tians are? Let us go back and take the definition of 
{ 
| 





conscience as given by A. B. He says it is ‘‘the prin- 
ciple or faculty of the mind which discerns between 
right and wreng; or rather a correct knowledge of 
things, feelings, and circumstances,”’ &c. Now letit 
be asked, do the heathens have a correct knowledge 
of the law of God as recorded in the scriptures? of 
the gospel as proclaimed by the angels, preached by 
God to Abraham, or believed by the “ pure in faith ?’* 
If they have, what benefit will they detive from the 
preaching of Missionaries? If they have not the law, 
why damn them for not believing it? Paul said, Rom. 
iii, 20. ** by the law is the knowledge of sin ;”’ and if 
the heathen knows not the Jaw, how can they, by that 
“prineiple or faculty of the mind” which A. B. calls, 
conscience, determine by that standard what is good 
orevil? Again, itis said bythe same apcstle, ‘that 
what things soever the law saith, it saith to them who 
are under the law;” and from al! the circumstances of 
the case, we cannot discover that justice requires that 
any should be punished for violating alaw about which 
they could know nothing. What then becomes of A. 
B’s. assertion, that “the heathen without the bible, 
are under the same obligation” that others are, who 
have it in their hands? The premises of A. B. being 
false, his conclusions are not to be regarded as cor- 
rect; yet we feel constrained to notice them, that the 
“reader may see their absurdity. 

After admitting that they, (the heathen,) are left 
without the scriptures—without any other guide than 
the “dim light of nature,” yet ‘they must use the 
same means as we, for the possession of heaven, ‘or 





PrnisH FoREVER?” Dim asthe light of nature may be. 
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the heathen may felicitate themselves on never hav- 


ing been more absurd in their conclusions than our av- ' 


thor. A. B. seems to have taken tradition for fact, and 
built his theory upon a sandy foundation. In trying to 
find an exeuse for God.to damn the heathen, taking it 
for granted as matter of course, that he will do so, he 
frankly acknowledges, that unless they have in their 
breasts an jnward principle—a perfect conscience, 
which condemns them when they do wrong, &c, God 
cannot justly condemn them for ever. 

We conclude this article with a remark on the pe- 
culiar expressions contained in the latter elause of the 
above quotation from the essay of A. B. He thinks 
that if the heathen have a perfect conscience for a 
guide, although their wicked works subdtve its office, 
they may grovel in ignorance and heathenish darkness 
and yet be speechless at the ‘‘ bar of God.’’ We would 
thank our author if he would inform us, either through 
the medium of the Farmer’s Advocate, or this paper, 
where the bar of God is, and when the poor heathen, 
who are to be damned for not knowing Christ and us- 
img the means that wé are required to use, are to be 
speechless before it? And if he please to tell us, we 
should be glad to know, what source of information 
‘wwe can apply to, to obtain some just conceptions of the 
danger of the heathen being ‘‘ hurled by the tempest 
of depravity into the gulf of perdition.” And that he 
may not be idle, we beg leave to ask him a few very 
plain and simple questions. If man have a perfect con- 
sciehee, must he not be possessed of aninnate knowl- 
edge of things, circumstances, &c.? If any such prin- 
ciples are innate, why do men disagree on every con- 
ceivable point of morality and religion? If man have 
a perfect conscience, and it be not innate, at what age 
does he come into possession of it; and do idiots pos- 
sess the same perfect conscience? Lastly: will A. B. 
have the goodness to let the public know, what evi- 
dence he has that the heathen will “ perish forever,” 
even sliould they not do as we are commanded to do? 
We should be happy to hear from A. B. when conve- 
nient. 
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A SHORT SERMON ’ 
; FROM A LONG CONTROVERTED TEXT. 

For‘ say unto you, that except your righteousness 
shall exceed the righteousness of the scribes and phar- 
isees, ye shall in no case enter into the kiagdom of hea- 
ven.—Mat. v. 20. 

The above textis frequently pressed intothe service 
of believers in the endless misery of the wicked, to 
prove that some will be shut out from the presence of 
God forever. My ebject is, to show the impropriety 
of such an application of this portion of truth; and to 
lead the reader into the kingdom of heaven by a way 
not sufficiently known to some of those who pretend 
to extraordinary knowledge of divine things. 

Our first enquiry will be, what 1s the kingdom of hea- 
vei into which those addressed could not enter with- 
out righteousness superior to that of the scribes and 
pharisees. 

It is supposed by those who use this text for the 
qurpose aboye mentioned, that the kingdom of heaven 














is a state of happiness, which is to be enjoyed only in 
another mode of existence; but to prove the error of 
such an opinion we have only to consult the scriptures: 
The gospel dispensation which was to succeed that of 
Moses and the law, and over which Christ was to reign 
until all his enemies should be subdued to God, is fre- 
quently, and we may say, almost uniformly, represent- 
ed by the phrase ‘‘ kingdom of heaven,’’ or “ kingdom 
of God.”’ That this kingdom was to be set up on earth 
within a short time from the period when our text was 
delivered, is abundantly evident from the scriptures. 
The foregoing facts will be illustrated by a few quota- 
tions. See Mat. iii. 2. ‘‘ Repent ye for tue kingdom of 
heavenis at hand!’’ Mat. v. 3. ‘* Blessed are the poorin 

spirit ; for theirs is [not sha/d be] the kingdom of heav- 

en.” Mat. xi. 12. ‘And from the days of John the Bap- 

ist unti] now,the kingdom of heaven suftereth violence, 

und the violent take it by furce.” [nthe parables spoken 

by our Saviour, he generally commenced by using 2 

similar phraseology, plainly indicating that he spake 

of something which should take place here on earth. 

‘The kingdom of heaven is likened unto”’ this orthat, 

&c, Mat. xxiii. 13. Addressing the scribes and phari- 

sees, it is said, ‘‘ wo unto you scribes and pharisecs, 

hypocrites; for ye shut up the kingdom of heaven a- 

gainst men; for ye neither go in yourselves, neither 

suffer ye them that are enterive togo in.” This 

form of expression unquestionably denotes something 

which they werethen dving. They were then shut- 

ting up the kingdom of heaven by their unbelief; and 

they were then, by their consummate hypocrisy, pre- 

venting others from submitting themselves to the 

reign of Christ. 

The kingdom of God is a phrase synonymous with 
the one just noticed. See Mat. xii. 28. “ But if I cast 
out devils by the spirit of God, then the kingdom of 
God is come unto you.”’ Sce also Luke x. 9, 11, and 
xi. 20. where similar language is used. Mat. xxi. 31. 
Our Lord speaking ofthe biindaess, perversity and pride 
of the Jews, said to them, ‘‘the publicans and harlots 
go into the kingdom of God before you.’’ And verse 
43. “Lhe kingdom of God shall be taken from you, 
and given to anation grtnoine forth the fruits thereof. 
Luke xvii. 20, 21. “The kingdom of God cometh 
not with observation, neither sliall they say lo! here, 
or lo! there, for the kingdom of God is within you.” 

From the foregoing quotations it is evident, that a 
kingdom of heaven, or of God, is a state of enjoyme 
here, and not in another world as many have supposed. 
This kingdom was likened unto ten virgins, five wise 
and five foolish; and no one will beso oxtravagant as 
to suppose that heaven will be darkened by the want 
of oil, or disturbed by the folly of those who neglect 
And 
to confess the truth, [ am ignorant of any passage in 
the bible that proves the commen doctrine, or the gen- 
erally received opinion of this subject. 

Having ascertained what and where the kingdom of 
heaven is, we are now led to inquire inte the meaning 
of our Saviour when speaking of the righteousness of 
the scribes and pharisees. 

If we consult the New Testament, we shall find that 
the earth never sustained a denomination of religion- 
ists, who were more strict in their discipline, or more 


to procure it when a good opportunity presents. 
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exact in their observance of the externals of religion, 
than the scribes and pharisees. Their feasts, their 
fasts, their holy days and sabbaths, were observed with 
the most scrupulous exactness. Such was their attach- 
ment to, and veneration of those institutions, that even 
Jesus himself did not escape their censure. They re- 
buked him for plucking the ears of corn on the sabbath, 
and condemned him for doing good on asimilar occa- 
sion, In appearance they were eminently religious.— 
They not only attended to all the ceremonies then in 
vogue, but they paid tythes of all they possessed ; they 
fasted twice a week; and although they were some- 
what unfortunate in procuring converts, yet. they ac- 
tually compassed sea and land to make one proselyte ; 
they made long prayers, evenin the corners of the 
streets; and for aught we know, they were as pious 
as the generality of christians in our own time. But it 
is declared to be necessary that we have righteousness 
that exceeds that of the scribes and pharisees; and we 
will now attempt to understand the duty required, 
That righteousness which is necessary to prepare us 
for the kingdom of heaven, consists in humility, and 
a disposition to keep the commandments of God.— 
Righteousness does not consist in saying, ‘Lord, 
Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name, and in thy 
name cast out demons ;”’ nor in trumpeting forth our 
charity ; nor in being unwilling to goto heaven if all 
men are to be saved. Much of that pretended piety 
which is professed in the world bears a very near re- 
semblance to the righteousness of the scribes and 
pharisees of old; and is the opposite of true humility, 
or that becoming resignation to the will of heaven, re- 
quired of usin the gospel of God. True humility leads 
its possessor to throw himself at the feet of Jesus, 
humbly desiring to be fed with the crumbs that are 
given to the dogs. Resignation, is that which leads 
us to endure the ills of life with composure, and yield 
with fortitude to the privations and trials to which we 
are exposed, or are called toendure. “If we are truly 
humble, when it pleases God to grant us health, we 
shall improve it in praising him forthe blessing : If he 
cause grief for aseason, it will remind us of his love: 
If he give us friends to®rmooth the rugged journey of 
life, we shall be glad; if he take them from us, we 
shall not mourn as those who have no hope: Should 
he give us children we shall bless him ; if he take them 
from us, we shall say ‘‘the Lord gave, and the -Lord 
taketh away, and blessed be the name of the Lord.” 
And should the Almghty in the di8pensation of his 
impartial grace, finally reconcile all things to himself : 
should he fulfil his gracious promises in saving all men 
from sin, we shall not be disposed to say “if every bo- 
dy goes to heaven we desire not to be saved.”” Such, 
with their concomitants, are the essentials of right- 
eousness. The difference between this kind of right- 
cousness and that of the scribes and pharisees, will be 
apparent on a careful compaiison.* On the one hand 
jpocrisy and parade are discovered; the proud pre- 
der, with supercilious contempt, speaks forth the ar- 
Togance of his soul, saying ‘‘ stand by thyself, I am 
higher than thou.” His proud soul scorns to come 
down to the level of humanity, but dwells on “duties 
he has done.” On the ot!@ hand, we may behold 


¢the sinner smiting on his breast, crying God be merci- 
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ful. Thepharisee congratulates himself on the right. 
eousness of his faith, of his devotion, of his daily 
waik and conversation, and urges his unhallowed 
claim upon divine favor; the humble man dare not en- 
tertain the hope of grace, unless all others are inclu- 
ded in the same covenant of mercy that ensures his 
own salvation. 


APPLICATION. 

Our snbject affords a striking illustration of the doc- 
trine of divine benevolence. and the frame of mind es- 
sential to its reception. Itis, if I mistake not, @ fact 





too evident to need proof, that it requires no humility 
to prepare us to believe the doctrine of a partial salva- 
tion. To believe that we shall be saved, and our 
neighbours lost, is perfectly congenial with the spirit 
| ofthe pharisee. If our Saviourhad taught the doc- 
' trine of endless misery as it is now enerally believed, 
the seribes and pharisees were well qualified to enter 
his kingdom and enlist in his service. Yea they 
would have shut out all others beside those of their 
own faith, and barred the gates of the holy city against 
all unwelcome intruders. The heart of man, while 
corroded with pride and arrogance, can receive the 
doctrine of a partial salvation without reluctance. The 
ianguage of pride is, and ever has been, ‘I am the fa- 
vorite of heaven—my neighbor is the child of Hell !*’ 

On the other hand no man can persuade himself, or 
be persuaded of the fact, that bis neighbors and ene- 
mies will be saved as well as himself, unti] he becomes 
humble and ofa contrite heart. The most perfect 
humility and self-abasement are necessary to prepare 
the heart, for the reception of truth. Impartial love.is 
a stranger to that heart which is unwilling that all 
should be saved ; and humility is not to be found a- 
mong those who rejoice in the anticipation of anoth- 
er’s endless woe. 

Hence we learn, that before we can enjoy the hope 
that maketh not ashamed, we must become like little 
children ; not anxious to be greatest in the kingdom 
of God, but willing to receive the “gift of grace,” in 
common with our fellow men. If an angel should an- 
nounce to the whole world, that ‘‘all men shall be sa- 
ved and come unto a knowlédge of the truth,” not one 
would believe the heavenly message until he had found 
by self-examination, that he was the ‘chief of sinners.’ 
Heaven has so ordered the affairs of his grace, that his 
kingdom is not to be entered by the haughty scribe or 
boasting pharisee. Blessed are the sooth, the hum- 
ble, the truly penitent, for theirs is the kingdom of 
heaven,—yea, theirs are the joys of believing that ‘all 
the nations of the earth shall remember and turn to 
the Lord, and all the kindreds of the nations shail 
worship before him.’ 


Be 
THE END OF THE MATTER. 

Previous to and at the time of issuing the first number of 
this volume of the Advocate, we made an explicit avowal 
of the plan we had fixed upon, and the course we had mar- 
ked out for ourselves. The public have been duly appris- 
ed of what we designed to do; but it would seem that some 
are yet uninformed as to what we design not to do. Some 
have censured us for the independent ground we have ta- 
ken, and are perhaps somewhat apprehensive of the rest lt. 
And now, that there may be no misconceptions hereafter, 
and that we may not be subjected to the inconvenience of 
saying any thing farther on the subject, we give our readers 
the following statement of facts. 

We sHALL Nort admit any thing into our columns that fa- 
vors scepticism or infidelity, unless for the express parpose 
of refuting it. This paper is designed to support the reli- 
gion of Jesus Christ, to illustrate his precepts and those of 
his primitive followers, and to inculcate the genuine doc- 
trines of the Bible. . Whoever, therefore, expects that wa 
shall do otherwise, will be disappointed. 

We sHALL Nor turn to the right hand nor-tothe left, to 
compromise with the prejudiges, follies, or errors of profes 
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sing christians; nor shall we refrain from speaking what 
we believe to be truth, whether men will hear, or whether 
they will forbear. Whatever may be the consequence to 
ourselves, we believe it to be a duty paramount to all oth- 
evs, to express the honest sentiments of our hearts. Be- 
lieving thus, it would be criminal in asto refrain, We are 
uo less determined to keep our own hearts open to con- 
viction than we are to speak what we believe ; and if our 
friends or foes desire tu set us right, they must meet us on 
the ground of sincerity, and assail us with argument rather 
than complaints. 

We sHatt not hold our peace while we behold our owa 
brethren in the fault; but-shall ever beas ready to admin- 
ister timely reproof, as to speak of the advancement of our 
eause. Hence those among us who desire to hear the cry 
of “peace, peace, when there is no peace,” will probably 
fall out by the way. 

We sHALt nor meddle with personalities to gratify the 
whims ofany being on earth, but shall only resort to such a 
xemedy, when persons become identified with error and 
obstipately adhere to it. 

We sua nor ‘fail nor be discouraged” in our attempts 
to excite a landable and praiseworthy zea! amongst univer- 
salists; toaid our ministering brethren in the cause to 
which their faculties of body and mind are devoted; to 
mark out an honest and upright course for all who have the 
faith; and toaccompany our faithful fellow-beiievers in the 
march of improvement, until truth, honesty, and virtue, 
shall triumph over the groveling schemes of priest-craft and 
error—yea, unfilacountless multitude of sinccre univer- 
salists, shall, without molestation, unite their voices in an- 
thems of purest praise and thanksgiving to ALMIGHTY 
Lovr. ~~ 

We suatt not add any thing farther on this subject, leav- 
ing it to our friends and patrons to decide, whether we 
shall be sustained inan open and manly course, or shall 
pursue a contrary one. Believing that our resolution will be 
approbated by every honest universalist, we shall “thank 
God and take courage,” trustingin the Omnipotent Ruler 
of the universe for aid, and to the approval of a good con- 
science for the desired reward. 


~~ , 
, EXCOMMUNICATION. . 

The following, as will be séen, is the second letter 
of Mrs, Cartis, and was written in reply to one from 
the Church, at Nine Mile Creek, citing her to appear 
before them. The writer, as we are informed, did not 
appear, but her husband, asin duty bound, became the 
bearer of the letter, and read it to the ghurch. The 
reader must decide on its merits; but the careful ob- 
server will see in it, enough to refute the nvtion of 
endless burnings, and silence the complaints against 
her holy faith. She did not enter into metaphysgical 
speculations, nor appeal to the opinions of fallible 
men. Her refuge was God and his testimony. Ler 
hopes were founded on the rock, and will abide when 

“flesh and heart shafl fail. 
LETTER I. 
To the Presbyterian Church at Nine Mile Creek, Marcellus. 

You have cited me to appear at the Meeting house, 
this 21st day of March, to answer to a charge brought 
before the church against me for not believing the doc- 
trine of endless misery, and for believing the doctrine 
of universal salvation, It isnot convenient for me to 
attend, for I have asick grand-child under my care ; but 
brethren, I am ready to give a reason of the hope that 
is in me, and pray God that I may do it with meekness 
and fear. My belief is founded on the immutable 
promises of God, which I find in the Holy Bible ; and 





I think it proper to state a few out of the many which 


Lrely upon. The first is the promise that the seed of 


the woman shaH bruise the serpent’s head. No power 
is given to the serpent higher than the heel. Does 
this look like the greater part of mankind being made 
eternally miserable 7? I think it does hot. It is said 
‘‘Jook unto me and be ye saved all the ends of the 
earth for I am God, and adhe pant there is none else ; 
I have sworn by myself; the word is gone out of my 
mouth, righteousness, and shall not return; that unto 
me every knee shall bow and every tongue shall swear, 
surely shall sa, in:the Lord have I righteousness and 
strength.” Inthe seed of Abraham ‘ shall.all the na- 
tions, kindreds and families of the earth be blessed ;”’ 
therefore say to them that are of a fearful heart, ‘ be 
strong, fearnot; behold your God will come with ven- 
geance, even God with a recompence, he will come 
and save you. And the glory of the Lord shall be re- 


vealed and all flesh see it together; for the mouth of 


the Lord hath spoken it. I will ransom them from 
the power of the grave; I will redeem them from 
death! O-death, I will be thy plagues, O grave I will 
be thy destruction, repentance shall be hid from mine 
eyes.” And the apostle, speaking of Christ, says, he 


shai destroy death and him that had the power of 


death, that is, the devil, and deliver those who, thro’ 
fear of death, were all their life-time subject to bond: 
age. It is said by the prophet, in this mountain (Zion) 
shall the Lord of hosts Laer the face of covering 
cast over all people, and the vail that is spread over 
all nations; that he will swallow up death in victory, 
and the Lord God will wipe away tears from all faces, 
and the rebuke of his people shall he take away from 
off all the earth, for the Lord hath spoken it. God 
retaineth not anger for ever, because he delighteth in 
mercy. He doth not afflict or grieve the children of 
men willingly, but for their profit, that they may be 
partakers of his holiness. And he shall send Jesus 
Christ, which before was preached unto you, whom the 
heaven must receive until the time of restitution of al! 
things, which God hath spoken by the mouth of ali 
his holy prophets ever since the cabs. began. This is 
good and acceptable in the sight of God our Saviour, 
who will have ail men to be saved and come unto the 
knowledge of the truth; for there is one God, and one 
Mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus, 
who gave himself a ransom for al} to be testified in 
due time. 

Now, if Christ gave his life aransom for all, howcan 
he see of the travail of his soul and be satisfied, if all are 
not saved? And if he tasted. death for every man, 
shall not all be benefitted by his resurrection! God 
was in Christ, reconciling the world unto himself, not 
imputing their trespasses unto them. 

t is said, he that believeth not.shall be damned. 
Now, brethren, have you not all’been in unbelicf! 
And were you not in a state of damnation at that time ¢ 
And how did yon extricate yourselves from that dread- 
ful state { Was it not the work ofthe holy spirit; was 
it not all of grace?’ Then why not believe that God’s 
tender mercies are over ali his works, that he is no 
respector of persons? or what have you done mor 
than others, that you should Bay, “ stand by thyself, 
come not near me, I am holier than thou?”” Who is 
a liar but he that denieth that Jesus isthe Christ? He 
is anti-christ that denieth the Father and the Son; and 
have I denied the being or power of cither? Ne, 
brethren, but J acknowledge their power, their love, 
and their goodness ; and that their will is equal to their 
powerand goodness. [ acknowledge that we have all 
one Father; that one God hath created us, and that 
his tender merciesare over all hisworks. Here, then, 
is the foundation of my belief. Let brotherly lo 


continue. Yours, &c. 
EDITHA CURTIS. 


N. B. When I had done writing the above letter, } 
took the Bible, and opened to the LXXI Psalm and 
read it. The whole of itis so applicable to my pres- 
ent feelings, except th 13 verses, that I desire 
you all to read it attentively. EC 
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